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Académie Lafayette’s mission of excellence
Académie Lafayette is a charter public school and a leader  
in French immersion curriculum. It was Missouri’s first charter, 
opening its doors in 1999 to 250 students in grades K-8. Today, 
with more than 700 students, Académie Lafayette continues  
to be the leader in language immersion in the region, and 
remains committed to its mission, students, families, faculty  
and supporters. 

Mission Statement
We bring together a diverse community of students and an 
international teaching staff to develop critical thinkers, global 
citizens and engaged learners through immersion in the  
French language and Francophone cultures.

 “ For us it’s not a question of whether to give or not, it’s how much  

to give. We are blessed that our kids are getting a superb education 

without paying tuition. We imagine what we would be willing and able  

to pay, if our school were tuition-based. When we consider the extra 

effort our teachers make, it makes our decision to give very easy.” 

 – Annie and Aubrey Moren

Why give?

Making the decision to give money can be hard.  
So why give to Académie Lafayette? 

I heard a saying once about charitable giving that really hit home: People give 
because you meet needs, not because you have needs. So ponder this: Is there 
anything more needed in Kansas City than high-quality, public education? And is 
there anyone better at meeting that need than Académie Lafayette? 

For me, the hard decision to donate comes down to two questions:  
How much do I value the cause? And how much do I believe in the organization? 

The answer to the first question has always been simple for me. I had a great 
public school education, and it has enabled me to live my dream of being an 
environmental lawyer. And now, Académie Lafayette, in turn, is giving my kids  
an even better public education than I had. It is going to enable my two daughters, 
and thousands of other KC kids in years ahead, to live their dreams. Great public 
education is a no-brainer. 

The answer to the second question — do I believe in Académie Lafayette? — hasn’t 
always been so simple for me. I was a total skeptic in 2001, when my oldest 
daughter started at the school. My wife Gretchen, thank goodness, talked me into 
it. Now, eleven years later, I have seen first-hand the amazing education my two 
daughters and their classmates, who come from all across the city, have received 
at Académie Lafayette. My doubts are erased. I am “all in.” I believe in and trust the 
school completely. 

As parents, we all strive to instill some basic values in our kids: Stand up for what 
you believe. Be willing to sacrifice for things you care about. Share. This capital 
campaign is an opportunity for each of us to live the values we teach our children. 

Maya Angelou once said “I’ve heard that you shouldn’t go through life with two 
catcher’s mitts on. You need to be able to throw something back.” She’s right. It’s 
time to loosen up our arms and start throwing. 

David Cozad 
President 
Académie Lafayette Board of Directors
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It’s a good problem to have, but a problem nonetheless: Académie Lafayette 
has run out of the space needed to continue expanding its students’ horizons. 
To ensure the future success of our school, we all know there are needs that 
simply must be met. 

As a public school, Académie Lafayette receives state and federal tax dollars; 
however, as a charter school, this amount averages $400 less per pupil per 
year than other district schools. To close the gap, more than $300,000 must 
be generated next year from individuals, corporations and foundations. When it 
comes to facility improvements or building acquisition, Missouri charter schools 
do not have access to the taxpayer-based bonds or tax levy increases that other 
district schools have. This forces charter schools to use per-pupil revenues for 
both annual operating expenses (instructional programs) and building acquisition 
and maintenance. 

Why we need to give  
Why we need to grow

When the quality of a school’s facilities complements the quality of the 
education it provides, a wonderful thing happens: you witness excellence in 
education, each and every day. With suitable classroom space, cutting-edge 
technology and a detailed plan for growth, Académie Lafayette will provide 
the type of learning environment necessary for success. Think of a newly 
expanded Oak Street campus and the restoration of Cherry Street in the urban 
core, and you will begin to see our vision take flight. Our students have limitless 
possibilities to soar and they’ll need plenty of room to spread their wings. 

In the beginning, a group of dedicated parents came together with a vision for 
the future of our school. With hard work and unwavering support, they made 
this dream a reality for the children who walk through Académie Lafayette’s 
doors every day. As we move into the future, we call upon all parents to return 
the favor by helping to provide a quality education to future generations of 
Académie Lafayette students. 

This school didn’t get where it is today without the support of parents. 
We cannot ensure its future without yours. 

Back to the future

 “ Académie Lafayette is more than a community of children, parents, dedicated 
teachers & staff working to make a French immersion school a greater success 
beyond anybody’s expectations...it’s a large, yet closely knit family ready to 
laugh with you when times are good and go the extra mile for you when life 
throws you a curve ball.”

 – Rodney Riffle
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At Académie Lafayette, our dedication to providing an exceptional education  
has never been greater. This is a proud moment for our school community  
and for Kansas City, as well. This is the moment when we are challenged  
to step outside our comfort zone and make an investment in quality education.  
For the future of Académie Lafayette, and for children in the KCMO school  
district for years to come, parents are asked to consider giving 5% of their  
annual income each year for three years. 

Stretching upward

Our goal is certainly ambitious. But, Académie Lafayette was built by people 
who believed, took risks, gave generously, and then entrusted the school to us. 
It is incumbent upon us to do as much — or more — to ensure the school’s future 
is secure. For more information, visit givetogrow.net.

The need is great

  $ 9.5
Million

Our Need:

Current  
Fundraising  
Goal:

  $3.5
Million

building renovation + expansion  
$8.5 million

program expansion   
$0.5 million

endowment 
$0.5 million

• Purchase and renovate Cherry Street Campus
• Expand and renovate Oak Street Campus
• Support program expansion

It starts with our school community and branches out from there. To gain support 
from outside organizations, we need to first look within. When 100% of the AL 
community participates, it shows that we are united in our belief that this school is 
a worthy investment. At first glance it may not seem affordable, but take a closer 
look. The following tables demonstrate several ways to consider giving. We think 
you’ll agree that when you break it down, the question becomes, “Can you afford 
not to help?”

In order to reach our goal, various levels of giving are necessary from within  
our school community. No matter the size of your gift, it will play an important  
role in the campaign’s success. 

figure 1: Giving Levels

Give to Grow: what it means

1 $10 $120 $120 $120 $360 120 $43,200 

2 $40 $480 $480 $480 $1,440 119 $171,360 

3 $90 $1,080 $1,080 $1,080 $3,240 120 $388,800 

4 $120 $1,440 $1,440 $1,440 $4,320 107 $462,240 

5 $250 $3,000 $3,000 $3,000 $9,000 20 $180,000 

6 $416 $5,000 $5,000 $5,000 $15,000 7 $105,000 

7 $556 $6,667 $6,667 $6,667 $20,000 5 $100,000 

8 $694 $8,333 $8,333 $8,333 $25,000 2 $50,000 

Totals 500 $1,500,600 
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Wondering how a 5% tax-deductible gift of annual income over the next three years 
will make a difference? Take a look at the chart below to determine a 5% donation 
amount, based on monthly income. Imagine every member of the Académie 
Lafayette community making this commitment, and you can see how we will be 
able to reach our goal, together. And remember, every pledge is a gift to student 
success, now and in the future.

figure 2: 5% Investment Chart

Monthly
Income

Weekly
Commitment

Monthly
Commitment

Annual  
Commitment

Total 3-Year
Commitment

$1,000 $12 $50 $600 $1,800 

$2,000 $23 $100 $1,200 $3,600 

$3,000 $35 $150 $1,800 $5,400 

$4,000 $46 $200 $2,400 $7,200 

$5,000 $58 $250 $3,000 $9,000 

$6,000 $69 $300 $3,600 $10,800 

$7,000 $81 $350 $4,200 $12,600 

$8,000 $92 $400 $4,800 $14,400 

$9,000 $104 $450 $5,400 $16,200 

$10,000 $115 $500 $6,000 $18,000 

$15,000 $173 $750 $9,000 $27,000 

Individuals can enlist extended family to combine gifts in order to reach higher-
level naming opportunities. Our students need 100% participation. At any 
amount or any level, Académie Lafayette needs each family to give to grow.

Give to Grow: what it means In Appreciation

All gifts are appreciated, and all donors will be recognized. Those whose gifts meet 
or exceed $500 will be featured on our esteemed Wall of Honor, which will be 
highly visible to students and visitors at both campuses.

A variety of distinctive naming opportunities are available for gifts of $2,500 up to 
$1 million, including playground benches, classrooms, auditorium, gymnasium, 
cafeteria and multi-purpose building. Depending on the gift level, we will also 
recognize donors through custom-designed plaques in the playground area and 
inside the school. Donors will also be honored through electronic and printed 
materials, special awards and exclusive invitations to donor recognition events. 
With a significant gift to this important campaign, your legacy will be seen by 
generations of students, teachers, and families to come.

animé

$15,000 to $25,000

Outdoor plaque at the Cherry Street or Oak 

Street soccer field to recognize the donor.

jardinier 
$10,000 to $14,999

Outdoor plaque at Cherry Street or Oak St. 

Greenhouse or Garden to recognize donors.

advocate 
$5,000 to $9,999 

Individual bench with a plaque specific  

to one donor only. Designate Cherry Street 

or Oak Street playground.

reveur 

$2,500 to $4,999 

Donor name imprinted on a substantial 

outdoor brick or paver stone at the Cherry 

Street or Oak Street campus.

raconteur 
$1,000 to $2,499 

A plaque, fixture or similar item on each 

playground with all donors at this level listed. 

Trees will be planted in honor of their gift.

amie

$500 to $999

A permanent donor recognition wall  

will be installed at both campuses, 

recognizing all Amie donors by name.

aider 
$1 to $499

Each donor will be recognized  

in the Annual Report.

To obtain a list of additional details  

and naming opportunities, please contact 

Shelly Doucet at 816.886.8760, or check 

our website at givetogrow.net.
Planned Giving

Another mutually beneficial way to give is through donating appreciated 
stock, mutual funds, or property. This type of gift benefits you in more ways 
than one. First, it allows you to avoid any capital gains tax on the net gain. 
Second, it provides you with a significant income tax deduction. If you would 
like more information about how this works, please contact Shelly Doucet 
at 816.886.8760 or sdoucet@academielafayette.org. Also, please consider 
remembering Académie Lafayette in your estate planning.
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campaign co-chairs
Kevin and Phyllis Battle
Jason and Begonya Klumb
Michael and Anne Post

project manager
Courtney Miles Wells

liaisons
Lisa Coleman
Rhody Harris
Christine Murray
Ruth Terrell
Ridley Thomas
Mike Zeller

ambassador team
Adam Walker  

Team Leader
Ryan Bealmear
Kristi Bond
Graham Brown
Susan Cannon
Dan Curry
Amy Dorsett
Brian Hendrickson
Kelly Hesse
Todd Ide
Les Kahl
Tami Kennedy
Jeff Landes
Ryan Merrigan
Melissa Messina
Amy Meya
Mark Nato
Jay Norton
Shana Puckett

Rodney Riffle
Miguel Rivera
Robin Rusconi
Jackie Sessle
Phil Stephens
Mike Squires
Tiffany Thompson
Tom Wolff
Kelly Ye

communications team
Angela Michka  

Team Leader
Kendrick Blackwood
Beth Flemington
Dan Frueh
Sharon Gottula
Jennie Hanna
Katie Hendrickson
Amy Jordan Wooden
Brenda Kumm
Kelly Lynch-Stange
Bridget Moss
Denise Ryerkerk
Jennifer Sniderman
Bill Ye
Kelly Ye

donor recognition 
team
Stephanie O’Sullivan  

Team Leader
Staci Brown
Leah Curry
Ti Hewitt
Kelly Lee
Darlene Linscott

Megan Martinez
Kathleen Rocha
Robin Rusconi
Angela Watson

events team
Jennifer McGreal  

Team Leader
Kate Acuff
David Doherty
Becca Harris
Misty Jennings
Bridget Langle
Bethany Merrigan
Kelly Nulan
Vanessa Nyhus
Kristi Odums
Vicki Riffle
Amy Stock

research team
Joe Langle
   Team Leader
Karen Boyer
Maria Dix
Emily Dooley
Josh Goralski
Jeff Johnson
Ryan Lee
Matthew Love
Bridget Moss
Christine Murray
Robin Rusconi
Roxana Shaffe
Christine Stephan

We are fortunate to have parent supporters who are passionate about  

our mission and generous with their time, talent & treasure. Thank you  

to the parent volunteers who are helping us grow the Académie Lafayette 

community. We’re all in this together. Merci beaucoup!

Give to Grow team members

campaign co-chairs

Kevin and Phyllis Battle Jason and Begonya Klumb Michael and Anne Post
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6903 Oak Street
Kansas City, MO 64113
USA

Tel  816 361 7735
FAX  816 361 5788
AcademieLafayette.org

World-class education in a global classroom.

K–8 French immersion charter public school.

© 2012 Académie Lafayette. All rights reserved.

For more information about Give to Grow, contact Shelly Doucet  
at 816.886.8760 or sdoucet@academielafayette.org. 
Capital Campaign website: givetogrow.net
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